T his edition of Healthcare Management Forum is a product of the leadership of our guest editor Hy Eliasoph, a recognized leader and visionary in the area of eHealth. Hy has the remarkable capacity to blend the high-level eHealth conversation with "user" requirements. He truly understands the challenges and barriers in healthcare in terms of advancing the eHealth agenda. Hy was the logical person to contact to organize and plan this edition; he has an extensive network of contacts nationally, and he knew who to go to for articles and responses. He gave a tremendous effort and an outstanding product.
Dr. Kevin Leonard and Sandra Dalziel are the authors of the lead article in this edition, and I was pleased to see that Hy had selected Leonard and Dalziel for the lead. I have known and worked with Dr. Leonard at different points in my career, and, along the way, he became a mentor for me. Therefore, I just want to share with you a bit about Dr. Leonard so that when you read the article, you will have more of a "window" into the man.
First of all, he is not only passionate about the concept of "patient involvement" but also totally committed to the concept. It is not an intellectual "nice to have" or ethereal construct for him. At the very sense of his being, it is what he believes in and, although he has all the formal evidence to support his drive, he also brings the most important evidence of all, his own personal experience in the health system.
He also shares the difficulties and challenges he has faced in the management of his own chronic disease. It is all too real for those of us at the provider level; we know we can do better, and Leonard challenges us to do so. Patient destiny is all about getting patients involved in decision-making and their own care. It is a movement gathering momentum, and there is one savvy, tenacious, courageous individual driving it. So as you read the lead article, remember the passion and experience behind the words.
Thanks again to Hy for pulling this edition of Healthcare Management Forum together.
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